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Most annoying button to be phased out

Located next to the reading light button

and often indistinguishable from it, the

dreaded button causes flight attendants

to make countless pointless trips down

the aisles cvery day

LE BOURGET (France): In the
long history of bad industrial de-
sign, the flight attendant call button
commercial airlines takes a promi-
nent place.

Usually located next to the read-
ing light button and often indistin-
guishable from it, the dreaded but-

ton causes flight attendants to make
countless pointless trips down the
aisles every day, only to hear embar-
rassed passengers say they were just
trying to switch on the light. Not for
much longer.

The new interior design for
Boeing’s 737 passenger jet, the

best-selling plane in aviation his-
tory, includes an innovation that
is as radical as it is obvious: a flight
attendant button that is situated
well away from the reading light

On every flight
somebody pushes
the wrong button

Pilot, airberlin

button and actually looks different
from it.

“I feel we came up with a really
good improvement,” Beverly Wyse,
Boeing’s General Manager for the

737 programme, told reporters at
the Paris Air Show.

New design

The new 737 “Sky Interior” brings
design elements from future Boeing
planes such as the 787 Dreamliner
and the new 747-8 stretch jumbo to
the slowly ageing 737.

Besides an identifiable call button
and a slightly plusher finishing, the
new interior features sophisticated
LED lighting and new luggage bins
that leave enough headspace for a
tall person to stand up in the seats
next to the aisle.

Wyse said that 83 per cent of the
airlines in Boeing’s long order book
for the 737 opt for the new interior.

Cabin crew will feel the difference
in their feet.

“On every flight somebody pushes
the wrong button. It is an issue for

flight attendants,” said Tim Techt,
Technical Pilot for airberlin, the
first airline to take delivery of 737s
with the new cabin design.

The new interior of the 737 is the
result of extensive research, which
has shown, among other things, that
many passengers avoid turning on
the reading light for fear of acci-
dentally calling the flight attendant,
Boeing Director of Differentiation
Blake Emery said from Seattle.

Could earlier engineers not have
imagined a more intuitive posi-
tion for the call button, which has
stumped generations of passengers
and earned its own entry on bad-
designs.com?  (http://www.badde-
signs.com/call-button.html)

“I can’t help but agree that it is
not like we needed extensive re-
search to figure that one out,” Emery
said. - arp
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Introducing day time flight to
Karachi every thursday

Muscat Departure
Karachi Arrival
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‘Palestine
solution in
interest of
US too’

He, however, agreed there was
no one size that fitted all solu-
tions. “Every country has its own
uniqueness, its unique history,
unique circumstances.”

On Libya, he noted how there
had been a healthy debate in the
US on exercising the quantum of
firepower.

“But the Gaddafi forces are
getting weaker every day,” he
pointed out, while revealing
about talk of some countries
replacing others for a period of
time in the Nato operations.

“In Bosnia, it took two-and-a-
halfyears.

“In Libya, it took 33 days,” he
said of the time it took the in-
ternational community to start
operations to stop the massacre
of people.

“I was in Benghazi a month
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ago. The contrast with atmos-
phere in Tripoli is remarkable.

Great People to Fly With
There is fear in Tripoli.”

What if
life moved
at the speed
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Alcatel-Lucent is pleased to
announce the opening of its new
office in the Sultanate of Oman

the Sultanate of Oman. As a
leader in mobile, fixed, IP

With operations in more
than 130 countries, and one

With Infinite Black Pro* of the world's foremostcent- and Optics technologies,
for stunning details and vivid colours. ers of research and innova- and a pioneer in applica-
Intelligent TV with interactive apps. \ tionincommunicationstech- tions and services; Alcatel-

e nology ‘Bell Labs’; Alcatel- Lucent is pleased to bring a

PLASMA | LCD | LED TVs Lucent complements its

long-trusted presence in the
Middle-East region by open-
ing its new office in

broad range of solutions to
serve the diversity of its
customers’ and partners
across Oman.

*Select models only

[unmarcHen [TIVIRY

Get Real. Feel Real.

nao é z : ’
plasrg FULL HD

2nd Floor, Tamimah Building - Al Nahdah Road - P.O. Box 395, PC 118 Muscat - Sultanate of Oman

www.alcatel-lucent.com
eco - JOIN US ON
Panasonic 6o

essessessessessessessessessessesscsscsscsscsssessessessessessessessesses AlCcatel-Lucent @
AT THE SPEED OF IDEAS™

Visit us at Panasonic Retail Stores:
Qurum Watt
(Reind Honda Showroom)
24560255

Sur
(Near Globe R/4) | (Majan House)
26845018 | 25544106

Salalah
(23 JuyStee)
23203199

Nizwa Showroom
(B Py S Cne)
25411652

Also available with
select Panasonic dealers
and Hyper Markes.

PO. Box 2734, PC. 112, Ruvi, Tel: 24565840, Fax: 24565841
Www.omasco.com

(Opp. Sabeo Centre)
24564310

High Street
24833630
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